BASEBALL SURCHARGE 


Hartford may set its own admission 
tax at Dunkin’ Donuts Park. B1 


VOLUME CLXXXI NUMBER 350 


BYE-BYE AIM 
AOL finally erases Instant 
Messenger from the internet. A5 


COURANT.COM 


AMERICANS ANGRY’ 
President Trump levels a new attack 
at the FBI over bias. A3 


HIGH IN 30S = 
-O- Slightly warmer 
ey’ Saturday. A2 
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NEW BRITAIN FATAL SHOOTING 


Police: Driver Steered At Officers 


Gunshots Kill One Man, 
Wound Two Others In Car 


By DON STACOM 


dstacom@courant.com 


NEW BRITAIN — New Britain police officers 


was shot in the leg, police said. Another passenger, Noah 
Young, 18, of Bloomfield, was hospitalized with “graze 
wounds” and released into police custody. 

As Young’s family wept in the courtroom on Friday, a 
Superior Court judge ordered him held on $1 million bail 
on drug charges linked to the fatal shooting Thursday 
night. In dismissing Young’s request to go free until trial, 
though, Judge Joan Alexander noted that the investiga- 


attempting to stop a vehicle linked to a series of violent tion is still underway and that Young was wanted on two NOAH 
carjackings and street robberies on Thursday fired their warrants charging him with driving a car without YOUNG, 18, 
weapons several times at the three occupants as the permission and driving without a license. was ordered 
driver “drove the vehicle directly towards the officers,” Several of Young’s relatives gasped or cried when held on $1 
according to state police reports released Friday. Alexander said he would remain jailed until Jan.10, anda million bail 
The 20-year-old driver — whom police did not on drug 
identify Friday — was killed and a15-year-old passenger SHOOTINGS, A4 charges. 


A BRILLIANT SHOW 
INSPIRED BY MOM 


JOSHUA BRUNELLE’S Plainville house is ablaze with a display 
that has been getting showier every year since he began creating 
it in 2012 in memory of his mother. He also puts a donation box 
out front to collect items for the Plainville Food Pantry. The 
computer-controlled display draws crowds, including the Kordek 
family of Plainville, at left, Zuzanna, 9, Liam, 4, and Alex, 7, from 
left, getting their picture taken by mom Kasia Kordek. The show 
goes on every night through Jan. 6. See story, Page B1 
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Delivery Delays Cause Headaches 


Record-Breaking Online Shopping Responsible For Frustration 


By RUSSELL BLAIR 


rblair@courant.com 


his package had been delayed. “Now 
she can’t until next week.” 
Sterzycki told The Courant he didn’t 


Record-breaking online shopping 
sales and the ensuing crush of packages 
have left some Connecticut consumers 
experiencing frustrating delivery de- 


= IN THE MAIL == 


lays this holiday season. 

“Not a good look for @UPS regard- 
ing life-saving chemo medication my 
wife was meant to start today,” Michal 
Sterzycki of Manchester wrote in a 
tweet Friday morning, accompanied by 
ascreenshot of a tracking page showing 


receive word of the delay from the 
United Parcel Service until 12:30 a.m. 
Friday, the day the medicine was 
scheduled to arrive. 

“Now it’s three days away, which 
seems an awfully long time to wait 
when cancer is eating away at you,” he 
said. 

In Waterbury, Jennifer Kosko said 
she decided to do most of her shopping 
online this holiday season, hoping to 


UPS, A4 


DONNA LOVALLO, of Simsbury, brings a 
package into The UPS Store in West Hartford 
Friday. 


NO HOLDOUTS 


GOP 


Plan Is 
A Go 


Families, 
Businesses To 
See Big Changes 


By DAMIAN PALETTA, 
ERICA WERNER, JEFF STEIN 
and MIKE DEBONIS 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Congressional Re- 
publicans secured enough support Friday 
to pass their massive tax plan, which 
would deliver a major legislative victory 
to President Donald Trump and his GOP 
allies and make tax changes affecting 
nearly every American family and busi- 
ness. 

Passage appeared certain after two 
critical holdouts, Sens. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., and Bob Corker, R-Tenn., said they 
would vote for the bill next week. 

Rubio was the key piece of a compli- 
cated and shifting political puzzle that the 
White House and GOP leaders spent 
months trying to solve, as all Democrats 
vowed to oppose the bill and a handful of 
Republicans made strident demands. 

The Florida Republican insisted on an 
expansion of the child tax credit in 
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WHITING FORENSIC 


Nurse In 
Cruelty 


Case To 
Get Paid 


Collecting Monthly 
$7,000 Pension 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


The forensic head nurse charged with 
eight felony counts of cruelty in the 
patient-abuse scandal at Whiting psychi- 
atric hospital has retired and will contin- 
ue receiving a $7000-a-month pension 
even if he is convicted. 

Mark Cusson, 49, with 21 years of 
service and a salary of $173,000 last year, is 
shielded by a narrowly drawn public- 
corruption law. It allows the state to 
challenge a pension in the face of 
felony-level financial malfeasance, such 
as bribery, theft, fraud or embezzlement, 
but not for other crimes, even if the 
offenses occur on the job. 

Cusson retired effective May 1 He 
collects a monthly benefit of $7,025.93 

Cusson is one of 10 workers at the 


WHITING, A4 


FCC May Face Lawsuit 
After the Federal Communications 
Commission voted Thursday to 
reverse net neutrality rules, some in 
Congress have vowed to fight the 
GOP-led agency in court. 
Business, Page A5 


Linda Carman’s Status 
Key In Her Son’s Case 


More than a year after being 
presumed lost at sea, lawyers for her 
sisters are trying to determine if Linda 
Carman’s son can inherit her father’s 
estate. Connecticut, Page B1 


Accusations At ESPN 


A former ESPN on-air personality 
alleges harassment at the Bristol 
sports network. Sports, Page C2 


Fiscal Group Meets 
Business execs are helping the state 
fix its fiscal mess as part of anew 
committee. Business, Page A5 


Donor Email Trouble 
Union officials in Middletown seek an 
investigation of the mayor’s emails 


run. Connecticut, Page B3 
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‘Spirit Of Doc’ Saturday 
High school basketball event, “Spirit 
of Doc,’ tips off Saturday at Trinity 
College in Hartford. Sports, Page C1 


State Lugers To Go 

To Pyeongchang 

Two Connecticut athletes will 
represent the U.S. luge team at the 
Winter Olympics. Sports, Page C1 
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Wheels For 
Wishes ssn 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


$ Freg Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 

"We dcce All ¥ehicles Running or Mot 
We Also Accept Beats, Motorcycles & RVs 

*Fully Tax Deductible 


Hartford Courant 


eeeee media group 


WheelsForWishes.org * Call: (860) 249-8947 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 
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